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Normal, Definitely
Camilla Chester

WE Publisher: Firefly Press, May 2027 – Editor: Hayley Fairhead

Primary Agent: Veronique Baxter

Film/TV Rights: DHA (Clare Israel)

Age: 8 - 12 years

Extent: 36,000 words

Material: Draft manuscript

Illustrations: B/w chapter headers by Irina Avgustinovich

Co-agents
Chinese Andrew Nurnberg Associates Japanese Japan Uni

Option Publishers

Chinese Complex Global Kids Czech Grada French Albin Michel

German Magellan Japanese Komine Shoten Korean Green Frog

Swedish Fyren Turkish Maxi Yayincilik

8 --12

About the Author
Camilla Chester is a dog walker who writes. She’s been a finalist in two national children’s writing 

competitions, for the National Literacy Trust and Mslexia, and has previously successfully self-

published three novels. Her first traditionally published novel Call Me Lion (Firefly, 2023) was 

selected for the Summer Reading Challenge and shortlisted for the UKLA Children’s Book Awards. 

Camilla lives in Hertfordshire.

When ten-year-old January Keane sees herself reflected in an unwanted dog, she is determined to find her a home. 

It doesn’t matter what the test for autism shows; they’re both normal, definitely. 

Jan lives in a loud, loving family who run a busy boarding kennel. Surrounded by dogs, she spends her time 

filming rescue videos and helping find new homes. But Jan is starting to realise she experiences the world 

differently, and after a meltdown at school her parents decide to get her tested for autism.

Then New Dog arrives. Quiet, sensitive, and unlike any of the others, New Dog forms an instant bond with 

Jan. With the help of her sister June, Jan makes it her mission to find New Dog a family who will love her 

quirks as much as they do. 

But when New Dog is returned like faulty goods and Jan’s test confirms she is on the spectrum, Jan shuts 

down completely. Now it’s up to June and New Dog to help Jan find her way back, and to show her that being 

honest, open and truly herself is the only real way to gain acceptance.

Normal, Definitely is a heartwarming middle-grade novel about family, identity, self-acceptance, and the 

unconditional love that only dogs can give.

FINAL COVER TO BE REVEALED



The Mystery of Treason Castle
Julia Golding

UK Publisher: Usborne, December 2026

UK Editor: Rebecca Hill

Primary Agent: Molly Ker Hawn

Film/TV Rights: DHA (Clare Israel)

Age: 8 - 12 years

Extent: 60,000 words

Material: Copyedited manuscript

Illustrations: Black-and-white illustrations by Coralie Muce

Co-agents
Chinese Andrew Nurnberg Associates Japanese Tuttle-Mori

All rights available

8 --12

About the Author
Julia Golding is the award-winning author of over sixty books for children, young adults and adults. 

Over a million and a half of her books have been sold around the world, with bestselling titles in 

a wide range of age categories, including The Diamond of Drury Lane, winner of the inaugural 

Waterstones Children’s Book Prize. She is also Director of the Oxford Centre for Fantasy which uses 

the inspiration of Oxford Fantasy writers such as Tolkien, C.S. Lewis and Lewis Carroll to inspire 

new creativity.

Inspired by the international television sensation “The Traitors”, And Then There Were None meets The 

Mysterious Benedict Society in this new middle-grade mystery full of adventure, cunning and trickery.

The news is everywhere: thirteen children are to be chosen to participate in a murder-mystery competition 

run by the mysterious billionaire Dame Grimthorpe on her remote private island. And there’s everything to 

play for: an absolute fortune for the winner’s home region and a smaller fortune for the winner themselves.

Scrappy, neglected orphan Jenny Twistle is inexplicably chosen to be Scragland’s competitor and travels to 

Dame Grimthorpe’s island. The other competitors are their regions’ best and brightest: talented, wealthy, 

and well-prepared – and they immediately size Jenny up as no threat whatsoever. Jenny soon realizes she 

was chosen because she was expendable, and that no one in Scragland expects her to come anywhere close 

to winning.

The players are soon divided up: the Innocents are tasked with uncovering the identities of the secret 

Murderers. But Dame Grimthorpe’s game soon turns deadly. A real murderer is at loose on the island, and 

as the bodies pile up, it will take the most resourceful, fearless player to prevent more bloodshed, prove to 

the world that they’ve all underestimated her…and take home the prize.

UK rights 
sold

in a 3-way 
auction



The Wild Hunt of Hagworthy
Penelope Lively

Original UK Publisher: Farshore, 1971

New WE Publisher: Faber and Faber, April 2027

Primary Agent: Lizzy Kremer

Film/TV Rights: DHA (Georgie Smith) 

Age: 8-12 years

Extent: 160 pages

Material: Final PDF

Co-agents
Chinese Bardon Chinese Media

Japanese Tuttle Mori

Enquire for previous titles and publishers

Lucy is spending the summer visiting her aunt in the rural Somerset village of Hagworth, where the planned 

revival of an ancient Horn Dance for a village fete awakens rumors of the Wild Hunt and stirs sinister 

supernatural forces from the past.  As preparations for the dance intensify amid a backdrop of drought and 

mounting tension, Lucy senses the intrusion of ancient pagan traditions into modern village life, blending 

folklore with unease and subtle horror.

The novel explores themes of outsider status, the persistence of old myths in contemporary settings, and 

the subtle dangers of reviving forgotten rituals, all rendered through Lively’s characteristic atmospheric 

prose that evokes the English countryside and the psychological pressures of adolescence. A new edition 

is being published by Faber in April 2027 in collaboration with Weird Walk, as one of six republished classic 

titles.

8 --12

About the Author
Penelope Lively is a novelist, short story writer and author of children’s books. Her novels have 

won several literary awards including the Booker Prize for Moon Tiger in 1987 (for which she was 

also shortlisted for the Golden Booker), the Carnegie Medal for The Ghost of Thomas Kempe in 1973, 

and the Whitbread Award for A Stitch in Time in 1976. She was awarded the OBE in 1989, the CBE in 

2001 and the DBE in 2012. Penelope Lively is the only author to have won both the Booker Prize and 

Carnegie Medal.

Classics Spotlight

Re-issue 
coming 

2027

NEW COVER TO BE 
REVEALED



The Whole of It
Sarah Moon

WE Publisher: Knopf Books for Young Readers (Penguin 

Random House US), April 2027

Editor: Marissa DiNovis

Primary Agent: Molly Ker Hawn

Film/TV Rights: Debbie Deuble Hill (APA)

Age: 8 - 12 years

Extent: 30,000 words

Material: Final PDF

Co-agents
Chinese Grayhawk Japanese Japan Uni

All rights available

8 --12

About the Author
Sarah Moon is the author of the critically acclaimed children’s novels Family Week, Sparrow and 

Middletown. A teacher and college counselor, she lives and works in Brooklyn with her wife and their 

kiddo.

A sensitive coming-of-age story and joyous celebration of identity, found family and acceptance! Set against the 

vibrant backdrop of the world’s largest annual gathering of LGBTQ+ parents and their children, heroine Nora 

secretly plots to meet her donor siblings for the first time—a ripped-from-the-headlines (but often taboo!) topic.

Nora and Lyla don’t share any DNA, but they are still sisters in every way. See, the thing is, “Uncle” Jack was 

Hapa’s donor to have Lyla, while Mama used a cryobank sperm donor to add Nora to their family. They’ve 

always known love makes a family, but for the first time, Nora can’t help but be curious about her genetics. 

Maybe there are other sisters—and brothers—out there...

So this year, when they go to Provincetown, Massachusetts for Family Week, Nora brings along a big secret. 

She’s been quietly planning to meet her donor siblings, without her parents, or even Lyla, knowing.

But as soon as she meets her half-siblings (affectionately known as her “diblings”), it’s clear she won’t have 

a secret for very long. Will she muster the courage to come clean to Lyla and their parents, or will Lyla sniff 

out the whole story first?



The Ballad of Baby Blue
Lauren Myracle

US Publisher: Under Offer

Primary Agent: Molly Ker Hawn

Film/TV Rights: DHA (Georgie Smith)

Age: 10-14 years

Extent: 55,000 words

Material: Draft manuscript

Co-agents
Chinese Grayhawk Japanese Japan Uni

Enquire for previous titles and publishers

10--14

About the Author
Lauren Myracle is the author of many books for young readers, including the groundbreaking 

Internet Girls series (over 1M copies sold) and the Winnie Years series (over 900,000 copies sold), 

and the co-author of the Upside-Down Magic series with Emily Jenkins and Sarah Mlynowski (over 

500,000 copies sold). She lives in Madison, Wisconsin.

A mythic coming-of-age novel rooted in Southern Appalachian atmosphere and folklore, The Ballad of Baby Blue 

explores first love, inherited fear, and the moral reckoning that comes when a young person’s growing clarity 

brings her into conflict with the rules and fears of the adults around her. Lyrical, wise and sharp, it’s Holly Black 

meets Wolf Hollow. 

Thirteen-year-old Blue has survived by staying hidden. Born of the Fair Folk and raised barefoot in the 

North Carolina mountains by her adoptive mother, Margie, she knows the rules: stay silent, don’t draw 

attention, and never forget what happens to those who are different. Towns are dangerous. Mortals are 

cruel. Survival depends on distance.

When Margie is called back to town to care for her ailing mother, Blue insists on coming with her—partly 

out of love, partly out of a restlessness she doesn’t yet understand. And now she’s adjusting to life in a place 

she’s spent her whole life avoiding, keeping her identity a secret.

Then Blue meets Evie—a mortal girl who is shy, observant, and deeply accustomed to following the rules. 

Evie’s the first teenager Blue has ever met, and they don’t begin as friends. Blue bristles at Evie’s caution; 

Evie is unsettled by Blue’s defiance. As the girls grow closer, Blue is forced to confront an uncomfortable 

truth: the world is more morally complex than she’s allowed herself to believe. Mortals are not simply 

enemies. Silence is not the same as goodness. And love, once named, demands courage.

As summer deepens into something reckless and charged, Blue finds herself caught between the safety of 

secrecy and the pull of first love. But this town has a long memory, and when old fears resurface, Blue is 

forced to choose whether to stay silent, run, or summon the magic that might possibly save her.

COVER TO BE 
REVEALED



Guardians of the Light
Jonathan Stroud

UK Publisher: Bloomsbury Children’s Books, June 2027

UK Editor: Alex Antscherl 

US Publisher: Scholastic

US Editor: Lisa Landell

Primary Agent: Veronique Baxter

Film/TV Rights: The Haworth Agency

Age: 10-14 years

Extent: 65,000 words

Material: Copyedited manuscript

Illustrations: Partially illustrated

Co-agents
Chinese Bardon Chinese Media Japanese Tuttle-Mori

Rights Sold
Spanish Hidra

10–14

About the Author
Jonathan Stroud is the author of three internationally bestselling series: the award-winning 

Bartimaeus sequence, which has been published in 36 languages, the critically acclaimed Lockwood 

& Co, adapted into a hit Netflix series, and the Carnegie Medal-nominated Scarlett and Browne 

trilogy. He lives near London with his wife and three children.

Axel and the Bone Curse (#1)

Find your way to adventure in the new choose-your-own fantasy from the bestselling author of the Lockwood & 

Co. series, Jonathan Stroud.

Axel is determined to become a Guardian of the Light, one of the elite champions who dare voyage to the 

furthest shores to confront the dangers lurking there. Finally, at the age of fourteen, he is ready to begin his 

training, starting as a Wayfinder.

A night in a haunted ruin is just the start of the challenges he faces. When the Guardians suffer a surprise 

attack, Axel embarks on a perilous journey to stop the Undying Light going out forever.

Fortunately, he is not alone - you, the reader, will decide how his adventure unfolds. You can help him make 

friends, develop his skills, uncover hidden enemies and save the day. Or not. The choice is up to you.

A page-turning fantasy adventure where Axel’s destiny is determined by the choices you make - for good or 

for bad!

FINAL COVER TO BE REVEALED

US rights 
sold in a 

3-book deal
in a 4-way 

auction



The Memory Bottle
Angharad Hill

US Publisher: Clarion Books (HarperCollins), Autumn 2027

US Editor: Jordan Brown

Primary Agent: Molly Ker Hawn

Film/TV Rights: DHA (Georgie Smith)

Age: Young Adult

Extent: 90,000 words

Material: Draft manuscript

Co-agents
Chinese Grayhawk Japanese Japan Uni

Rights Sold
German Fischer Sauerlander

Y  A

About the Author
Angharad Hill has an MA in Creative Writing from the University of East Anglia. Her short fiction has 

been shortlisted for the Westword Prize and the Hysteria Prize. The Memory Bottle is her first novel. 

She lives in Dorset. 

Bristling with the grime and grit of Victorian London, The Memory Bottle is The Ruby in the Smoke meets 

The Lie Tree: a propulsive, heart-in-throat mystery, with unforgettable characters and told in confident, classic 

prose. 

The year is 1890, and 15-year-old Prudence is alone, distraught and baffled. Who was the threatening man 

bundling her mother onto a train? Why didn’t she recognise Prue, her beloved only child? And how is the 

incident related to her mother’s latest book of eerily beautiful illustrations of other people’s dreams? 

Rescued by a kindly bookseller, Mr Batorska, and his rakishly charming errand boy, Prue and her unlikely 

allies throw themselves into investigating the mystery. Dark whispers of tapping – a new fad for removing 

and bottling unsavoury memories – lead them on a chase through townhouses and slums, dockyards and 

insane asylums, sewers and séances. Each new clue tangles them tighter in a web of intrigue that seems 

to stretch to the highest echelons of London society…and reveals troubling connections to Mr Batorska 

himself.

Because as Prue searches for her mother, someone is searching for Prue. Someone sinister, ruthless, and 

extremely powerful. And if they get their hands on her, she’ll forget her mother, her friends, and even 

herself...

A note from the Agent
The Pullman-meets-Hardinge comps talk a big game, but The Memory Bottle more than deserves them 

– this book is masterful. It’s such a rare feeling to read a novel and know you’re in good hands, and that 

you trust the author to deliver, and that’s exactly how I felt reading this. Prue is a wildly appealing 

main character and Angharad’s version of Victorian London made me forget I was tired of books set in 

Victorian London.

COVER TO BE 
REVEALED



The Cottage at the End of Times
Helen Comerford

UK Publisher: Bloomsbury, July 2027

Editor: Katie Ager

Primary Agent: Christabel McKinley

Film/TV Rights: DHA (Georgie Smith)

Age: Young Adult

Extent: 67,000 words

Material: Draft manuscript

Co-agents
Chinese Andrew Nurnberg Associates Japanese Japan Uni

Rights Sold
German Fischer Sauerlander Russian Eksmo

Y  A

About the Author
Helen Comerford is a Black mixed-race British author and is passionate about Black British and 

mixed heritage representation. She centres her diverse cast of characters in narratives they 

have historically been excluded from and celebrates their joys, strengths and everyday teenage 

experiences. She is fuelled by a love of all things super-powered, feminism, and chocolate raisins. 

When she’s not writing, you can find Helen hiking around the Welsh countryside with her dog, Cocoa. 

Her debut novel The Love Interest was longlisted for the Branford Boase Award and nominated for 

the Carnegie Medal.

The Cottage at the End of Times (#2)

The end is nigh! Welcome back to Lydie’s family café, the Snug, for the cosy, romantic and possibly world-ending 

conclusion to The Café at the End of the World.

As winter falls in the charming town of Pont-on-Wye, bringing spiced cocoa and yule logs to the Snug café, 

Lydie is falling apart.

After the discovery of her and the fellow Offsprings’ fate, Lydie is struggling to maintain any semblance 

of her normal cosy life. Especially with the knowledge that her boyfriend Kai, unbeknownst to him, is now 

officially War, Rider of the Apocalypse.

When it all comes crashing down, will Lydie choose to run, hide ... or Ride?

COVER TO BE 
REVEALED

‘Helen 
Comerford 

is a writer to 
watch.’

CJ Skuse, author of  
the Sweetpea

series



Y  AAlso in the series...

Praise for The Café at the End of the World
‘Helen Comerford has a magical touch for romance.’ – Kai Spellmeier, author of Boy Friends

‘[A] rare jewel of a book. Never have I been pulled into a book with such effortless warmth and 

humour!’  – Tomi Oyemakinde, author of We Are Hunted

‘Like a warm cup of tea on a cold and stormy night, The Café at the End of the World is a comforting, 

cozy hug set against world-ending stakes and heart-pounding adventure. After reading, you’ll never 

want to leave the Snug.’ – Ann Sei Lin, author of Rebel Skies

‘The perfect cosy teen romance…one with an impending apocalypse in the background.’ – Claire 

Linney, author of Time Tub Travellers

‘Original and fresh [...]. With timeless yearning, apocalyptic stakes and a cosy setting, this is a delicious 

treat of a book! I loved every second of it.’ – Niyla Farook, award-winning author of Murder for Two 

‘Unputdownable YA fantasy. [...]  Masterfully plotted, swooningly romantic and wonderfully 

imaginative. I read it in a single sitting and I can’t wait for the next book!’ – Josie Jaffrey, author of 

The Gilded King

UK Publisher: Bloomsbury, 

July 2026

US Publisher: Generous 

Press, Late Summer 2027

Extent: 80,000 words,

319 pages

The Café at the End of the World (#1)

Come for the cinnamon rolls, stay for the Apocalypse.

Lydie, the daughter of Death, a retired Rider of the Apocalypse, is 

obsessed with ‘cosy’; cosy books, cosy summer job in the family café, 

cosy low-drama life.

But when secretive, attractive, and above all annoying Kai becomes her 

co-worker, Lydie’s cosy life is in jeopardy. Kai is the son of War, a very 

active Rider of the Apocalypse, who has some rather big world-ending 

plans.

Lydie wants nothing to do with all that, so she is forced to conceal her 

identity while dealing with the coffee shop dramas of Mr Henson’s lost 

cat and preparing for the town’s Autumn Fayre.

But big, decidedly non-cosy, magic is heading Lydie’s way. And teaming 

up with Kai might be the only way to protect her café – and the world. 

Provided she doesn’t fall for him first...

The Pumpkin Spice Café meets Good Omens in the YA cosy romance/

supernatural mash-up you didn’t know you needed.



The Glorious Vices
Alwyn Hamilton

Y  A

About the Author
Alwyn Hamilton was born in Toronto and spent her early years bouncing between Europe and Canada 

until her parents settled in France. Alwyn’s New York Times-bestselling debut, the YA fantasy Rebel 

of the Sands, was published in 17 languages. Alwyn was named the 2016 Goodreads Choice Award 

winner for Best Debut Author. She lives in London.

The Glorious Vices (#2)

A glittering fantasy thriller featuring a dazzling family obsessed with money, power, fame – and magic! Complete 

the duology with the highly-anticipated sequel to The Notorious Virtues.

Don’t go into the woods, little one . . .

The glamorous, powerful Holtzfall family are gone, their loyal knights turned to stone. The Grims rule over 

a new Walstad. One where money is worthless, everyone is equal, and magic is for all.

But if the Holtzfalls are gone, so too is the protection of their ancient pact with the Huldrekall, ruler of the 

woods – and as a sweltering summer arrives in this so-called utopia, there are strange sightings, attacks . . . 

as creatures that have gone hungry for a long time roam their city once more.

And what of Nora and Lotte, the Holtzfall heiresses, who fled into the woods the day their family was 

slaughtered? Are they really dead and gone? Or simply plotting their return?

As the struggle for power, magic and revenge continues, it soon becomes clear that the Veritaz Trials are far 

from over . . .

US Publisher: Viking Children’s Books, June 2027 – Editor: Jenny Bak

UK Publisher: Faber Children’s Books, June 2027 – Editor: Alice Swan

Primary Agent: Molly Ker Hawn

Film/TV Rights: CAA (Dana Spector)

Age: Young Adult

Extent: 95,000 words

Material: Copyedited manuscript

Co-agents
Chinese Grayhawk Japanese Japan Uni

Rights Sold
Brazilian Portuguese Companhia das Letras French  Gallimard 

Jeunesse Hungarian Maxim Italian Mondadori Libri

Polish Poznanskie Russian Alpina Spanish Hidra

COVER TO BE 
REVEALED



Praise for The Notorious Virtues
‘Sparkling [...]. Hamilton is back and better than ever.’ – Samantha Shannon, #1 Sunday Times 

bestselling author of The Priory of the Orange Tree

‘More-than-magical . . . readers are sure to devour!’ – Alexandra Christo, author of TikTok sensation 

To Kill a Kingdom

‘Irresistible!’ – Catherine Doyle, author of instant #1 bestseller The Dagger and the Flame

‘A treat . . . had me in a chokehold.’ – Bea Fitzgerald, author of Girl, Goddess, Queen

‘An absolutely intoxicating, irresistible read.’ – Katherine Webber, bestselling author of Twin Crowns

‘Fabulous . . . had me hooked.’ – Katharine Corr, bestselling author of Queen of Gods

‘Twisty and clever . . . I loved every second.’ – Ravena Guron, bestselling author of This Book Kills

‘An absolute triumph.’ – Roshani Chokshi, NYT bestselling author of The Gilded Wolves

Also in the series... Y  A

US Publisher: Viking Children’s 

Books, March 2025

UK Publisher: Faber Chidlren’s 

Books, March 2025

Extent: 90,000 words, 500 pages

The Notorious Virtues (#1)

The bestselling Rebel of the Sands author is back with a glittering 

fantasy thriller duology, featuring a family obsessed with money, 

power, fame - and magic.

At sixteen, Honora ‘Nora’ Holtzfall is the daughter of the most 

powerful heiress in Gamanix; her family controls all the money – 

and all the magic – in the entire country. But when her mother is 

found murdered in an alley, the family throne and fortune are up 

for grabs, which means Nora will be pitted against her cousins in 

the deadly Veritaz trials to determine the rightful inheritor.

But there’s a surprise rival in the form of Ottoline, aka Lotte, the 

illegitimate daughter of Nora’s aunt, who was left with nuns as a 

baby. Thrown into the Veritaz, she is suddenly surrounded by a 

hostile family she never knew she had.

But as the Holtzfalls wage their battles of privilege, something 

bigger and more sinister bubbles beneath the surface, and 

revolution is in the air.

Incredible tests, impossible choices, and deadly odds await both 

girls. But there can only be one winner.



Redemption Ark Duology
Eilis O’Neal

Y  A

About the Author
Eilis O’Neal wrote her first story when she was three years old (though it was only four sentences 

long), and her middle name is Arwen, which is what sometimes happens when Tolkien-obsessed 

parents name children. She is an avid reader, hiker, puzzle-worker, board-gamer, and general geek. 

Her debut novel, The False Princess, was an American Library Association YALSA Best Fiction for 

Young Adults Selection, among other honours, and she also worked at the literary magazine Nimrod 

International Journal for many years. She lives with her husband and two very silly dogs in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, where she is always trying to find space for more bookcases in her house.

Renegade Stars (US) / Beyond Redemption (UK) (#2)

Jump back onboard the Redemption Ark spaceship and pick up right where you left off with your four favourite 

teenage criminals in a bit of a hot spot on an intergalactic reality show that is definitely not what it seems. Buckle 

up because this season is about to be the most out-of-this-world one yet!

Lane Holland, Dez Okoro, Ishaan Viswanathan, and Cutter Azevedo were just beginning to figure out how 

to survive (and maybe even win) the hit reality show Redemption Ark in outer space. Play into your role as 

the criminal—but not too much, lest the audience turn on you. Open up to the cameras, even if spilling your 

guts to the entire galaxy makes you want to hurl yourself into the void. And remember: you’re supposed to 

be earning your redemption arc, so at least try to make it look like you’re behaving redemptively.

But they’ve just seen Damian Scorpio, Redemption Ark’s showrunner, brutally murdered by Warrick Vector. 

Warrick was this season’s twist—a surprise contestant, the icy son of an intergalactic crime lord.

The rules that the unlikely friends thought they understood are spacedust now. Instead, they must set aside 

their differences and band together to save not only their lives, but also the lives of their fellow contestants.

Because now, Warrick is taking over the ship. And he’s taking Lane, too.

US Publisher: Bloomsbury, August 2027

US Editors: Mary Kate Castellani, Meghan McCullough 

UK Publisher: Simon & Schuster, March 2028

UK Editor: Louisa Cusworth

Primary Agent: Christabel McKinley

Film/TV Rights: DHA (Clare Israel)

Age: Young Adult

Extent: 110,000 words

Material: Copyedited manuscript

Co-agents
Chinese Bardon Chinese Media Japanese Japan Uni

Rights Sold
German  Ullstein Polish Media Rodzina

UK and US 
rights sold in 
2-book deals

in 4-way 
auctions

COVER TO BE 
REVEALED



Praise for Redemption Ark
‘Completely addictive. O’Neal never slows the pace, peeling back the layers on a twisty, complex tale. 

Read this one-you won’t regret it.’ – Amie Kaufman, New York Times bestselling author of Red Star 

Rebels and Illuminae

‘The twists and turns don’t stop coming, and readers will have no shortage of complicated and 

compelling characters to root for. Redemption Ark is THE next great dystopian novel.’ –  Kass Morgan, 

New York Times bestselling author of The 100

‘Here’s your next obsession: teen criminals in a deadly cosmic reality show—bold, raw, gripping, and 

wicked.’ – Soyoung Park, New York Times bestselling author of Snowglobe

‘Deep dark secrets, forbidden romance, and an action-packed, life-changing competition in space—I 

couldn’t turn the pages fast enough and can’t wait for more!’ – Joelle Charbonneau, New York Times 

bestselling author of The Testing

Also in the series... Y  A

US Publisher: Bloomsbury, 

March 2027

UK Publisher: Simon & 

Schuster, March 2027

Extent: 105,000 words,

398 pages

Redemption Ark (#1)

A group of teenage criminals on an intergalactic cruise spaceship must 

compete for a literal ‘get out of jail free card’, the reluctant stars of a 

reality TV show where nothing and no one is quite what they seem…

Hacker. Thief. Terrorist. Killer.

These are the labels given to loner Desmadeira “Dez” Okora-

Andromeda, amiable liar Ishaan Viswanathan, pit fighter Carlito 

“Cutter” Azevedo, and heiress Lane Holland as they compete 

on the hit reality show Redemption Ark. Along with twenty-one 

other teenage criminals, they have just ten days until the starship 

Redemption Ark arrives at the most secure prison in the galaxy: the 

Vault. The Vault is the end of the line for most of the contestants, 

but one of them will win a literal get-out-of-jail-free card if they can 

prove to viewers that they’ve had the most authentic “redemption 

arc” of any contestant on the ship.

Winning won’t be easy, though, especially when, like Ishaan, 

you’re distracted by your hot arsonist roommate; ready to punch 

anyone who gets in your way, like Cutter; sure the show’s host is 

up to something nefarious, like Dez; or keeping a secret from the 

whole galaxy, like Lane. And after the unexpected arrival of new 

contestant Warrick Vektor, son of a notorious space gangster, it’s 

increasingly clear that the show isn’t what it appears to be…



Victorian Faerie Tales series
Olivia Atwater

Y  A

About the Author
Olivia Atwater writes whimsical historical fantasy with a hint of satire. She lives in Montreal, Quebec 

with her fantastic, prose-inspiring husband and her two cats. When she told her second-grade history 

teacher that she wanted to work with history someday, she is fairly certain this isn’t what either 

party had in mind. She has been, at various times, a historical re-enactor, a professional witch at a 

metaphysical supply store, a web developer, and a vending machine repairperson.

Rosemary & Thyme (#2)

Olivia Atwater offers up another gothic fantasy romance, full of dark magic and deceitful faeries, in the second 

instalment of the Victorian Faerie Tales.

An ancient evil has awoken in Victorian England, and it knows Clarimonde Betony’s name.

London is no longer safe for Clarimonde Betony. Branded as a black magician, cut off from her staid and 

sensible life, and hounded by a mysterious pursuer, Clarimonde has little choice but to make common 

cause with her foppish, self-appointed faerie adviser, Lord Foxglove—a beautiful coward with absolutely no 

affection for the truth.

Clarimonde’s last, best hope is a weapon that lies in Whitby, under the watch of a lovely, bloodthirsty lady 

known as the Leanansidhe. Foxglove’s keen talent for duplicity could gain them both hospitality beneath 

the monster’s roof… but the Leanansidhe’s temptations are endless, and her unearthly beauty hides a 

cruelty beyond mortal understanding. One wrong word might lead to a fate much worse than death… and 

Clarimonde always has been far too honest for her own good.

WEL Publisher: Starwatch Press (KDP), October 2026

Primary Agent: Christabel McKinley

Film/TV Rights: DHA (Georgie Smith)
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Praise for The Witchwood Knot
‘The Witchwood Knot is my favorite Atwater book yet—which is saying something. A sharp and 

beautiful gothic romance that understands exactly what I love best about both of those genres: that 

everyone gets what they deserve.’ – Alix E. Harrow, NYT bestselling author of Starling House

‘The Witchwood Knot is the gothic fantasy romance of my dreams. There aren’t enough superlatives 

for me to convey how much I loved its uniquely elegant prose, eerie setting, clever heroine, gorgeously 

dangerous faerie butler, and basically every single thing about the entire book. It is an immediate 

addition to the list of My All-Time Favourite Books, upon which Atwater’s Half A Soul also resides.” 

– India Holton, author of The Secret Service of Tea and Treason

‘The Witchwood Knot delivers the best kind of comfort—the kind that doesn’t shy away from the 

world’s injustices, but faces them with indignation, wit, courage and compassion. It will charm and 

affirm you in equal measure.” – Shelley Parker-Chan, USA Today bestselling author of The Radiant 

Emperor Duology

Also in the series... Y  A

WEL Publisher: Starwatch Press 
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Extent: 84,000 words, 362 pages
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The Witchwood Knot (#1)

Olivia Atwater returns to the world of Half a Soul with ‘a sharp and 

beautiful gothic romance’ (Alix E. Harrow). Dive into The Witchwood 

Knot, and enjoy a dark faerie tale set in a magical version of Victorian 

England.

The faeries of Witchwood Manor have stolen its young lord. His 

governess intends to steal him back.

Victorian governess Winifred Hall knows a con when she sees 

one. When her bratty young charge transforms overnight into a 

perfectly behaved block of wood, she soon realises that the real 

boy has been abducted by the Fair Folk. Unfortunately, the lord of 

Witchwood Manor is the only man in England who doesn’t believe 

in faeries—which leaves Winnie in the unenviable position of 

rescuing the young lord-to-be all by herself.

Witchwood Manor is bigger than its inhabitants realise, however, 

and full of otherworldly dangers. As Winnie delves deeper into the 

other side of the house, she enlists the aid of its dark and dubious 

faerie butler, Mr Quincy, who hides several awful secrets behind 

his charming smile. Winnie hopes to make her way to the centre of 

the Witchwood Knot through wit and cleverness… but when all of 

her usual tricks fail, who will she dare to trust?
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About the Author
Alison Ames is the author of the YA novels The Devourer, It Looks Like Us, a Junior Library Guild 

Gold selection and To Break a Covenant, a Colorado Book Award finalist. She lives in Idaho with her 

wife and a lot of animals.

In a near-future where you can hire someone to wear your body and perform tasks for you, 18-year-old Tamsin 

scratches out a living as one such “body valet.” A thief and a con artist, she looks for ways to profit from her time 

in her clients’ bodies.

When global pop icon Lux Aeterna hires her, Tamsin thinks she’s struck gold. But then a kidnapping goes 

wrong, and Tamsin finds herself trapped in Lux’s body, held for ransom in the middle of the desert. And the 

voice in her head? That’s Lux herself, wearing Tamsin’s stolen skin.

What begins as a botched crime spirals into a conspiracy of kidnappers, corporate vultures, and a pop star 

willing to risk everything to help her fans…even if it means sacrificing herself. Together, Tamsin and Lux 

discover that saving each other might be the only way to save themselves.

A note from the Agent
What happens in a world where money can buy you someone else’s body to do all the things you 

don’t want to do? (Nothing good.) Alison Ames’ novel is both a gripping thriller and a disturbing 

examination of power and control – I couldn’t stop reading it.
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About the Author
Dan Cash comes from a big working-class family in Wiltshire and has always dreamed of being 

a published author. He studied French at the University of Exeter and is now a full-time content 

creator, sharing videos about pop culture and fandom. He has 217,000 engaged followers on Instagram 

and 580,000 followers on TikTok, where his videos have amassed 70m likes. Dan lives with his wife, 

two daughters, and cat with grey hair to rival his own.

What happens when you fall in love with somebody who isn’t allowed to be yours? 

Falling in love is not on Nathan Bright’s list of priorities. His dad’s health is declining, his older brother is 

breaking under the pressure, and he’s in a toxic one-sided relationship with a man who will never like him 

back. Nathan hasn’t told anyone he is bisexual, but when his first week at Chateringham University offers 

him a fresh start, he vows to grasp it with both hands and start living openly.

Then he walks headfirst into a tall, beautiful stranger.

Nathan doesn’t know it yet, but Luke is famous: Lucas Lamé, internationally recognised popstar, actor and 

nepo baby. After years of defying his label, his management and his mother, Luke is attending university to 

repair his tarnished reputation. When he learns Nathan might be the only eighteen-year-old in the country 

who doesn’t know who he is, Luke offers him a deal: he will tutor Nathan in French if he shields Luke from 

the fans by partnering with him on every project.

It’s almost funny how quickly Nathan falls desperately in love with Luke. His confession is followed by a 

first date, then a romantic getaway in Paris where the pair are papped kissing in the street, and the harsh 

realities of dating a closeted popstar come forward. While Luke battles between his longing for a meaningful 

relationship and the successful career he is sure to lose if he comes out, Nathan grapples with his troubled 

homelife and the challenges of sharing his own identity with his dying dad.

Loving Luke is the only thing holding Nathan together. Loving Nathan is the only freedom Luke has. Is it 

possible to hide the love you cannot live without?
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About the Authors
Robert Macfarlane is a best-selling, multi-award-winning author who is internationally renowned 

for his writing on nature, people and place. His work has been translated into thirty languages, 

won prizes around the world, and his books have been adapted for film, stage and music. Robert is a 

Fellow and Professor of Environmental Humanities at Emmanuel College, Cambridge and a Fellow 

of the Royal Society of Literature. Robert has been awarded the Wainwright Prize, Thoreau Prize, 

E.M. Forster Award and the CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal for his collaboration with Jackie Morris. 

Macfarlane will be delivering this year’s BBC Reith Lecture and is also the 2026 Arne Næss Visiting 

Chair at the University of Oslo.

Luke Adam Hawker is an artist with a background in Architecture and Design. In 2021, Luke published 

his first book, Together and it quickly became a Sunday Times Best Seller, sold over 130,000 copies 

in eleven different languages. This was followed by The Last Tree and To Those Who Speak. With a 

growing presence on social media, Luke has cultivated a loyal audience of over 500,000 followers.

Wolf (#2)
Two of the UK’s best-known book makers, Robert Macfarlane and Luke Adam Hawker, reunite for the second in 

their stunning picture book trilogy.

Written in lyrical verse, this story follows one man lost in a snowstorm who thinks of himself as alone. 

Then, he finds a lone wolf, and together they slowly unlearn their loneliness. Soon, they begin to see all that 

connects them and the threads that bind the whole living landscape. 

Enchanting to read aloud and exquisite to hold in the hand, Night Creatures: Wolf is a celebration of connection 

and a poetic reminder of the unity of man and nature. 

COVER TO BE 
REVEALED



Illustr.

World English Publisher: 

Magic Cat, October 2025

Extent: 32 pages

Firefly (#1)

The first title in the trilogy, Firefly, explores the power of hope in a 

world of shadows and darkness. 

Written in lyrical text and accompanied by Hawker’s spellbindingly 

detailed engravings, the book follows a light-seeking child who one 

winter night discovers a meadow illuminated by fireflies: “fallen 

constellations” that shine like stars among the grasses, setting 

fears to flight.

This beautiful cloth bound book will ignite wonder and hope in 

readers young and old alike.

Firefly was shortlisted for the Children’s Wainwright Prize and 

selected as a Guardian Book of the Year.

Also in the series...



Lockwood & Co series 
Graphic Novels
Jonathan Stroud adapted by Rachele Raka

Originating Publisher: Rue de Sevres, January 2027

Editors: Christelle Roucheray, Elsa Sztulcman

WEL Publisher: Titan Publishing Group, Autumn 2027

Editor: Duncan Baizley

Primary Agent: Veronique Baxter

Film/TV Rights: The Haworth Agency

Age: 8-12 years

Extent: 64 pages

Illustrations: Full colour by Rachele Raka

Material: Full inked black-and-white PDF

Co-agents
Chinese Bardon Chinese Media Japanese Tuttle-Mori

All rights available

The Whispering Skull (#2)

Ghosts and ghouls beware! London’s smallest, shabbiest and most talented psychic detection agency is back.

Life is never exactly peaceful for Lockwood & Co. Lucy and George are trying to solve the mystery of the 

talking skull trapped in their ghost jar, while Lockwood is desperate for an exciting new case.

Things seem to be looking up when the team is called to Kensal Green Cemetery to investigate the grave of 

a sinister Victorian doctor. Strange apparitions have been seen there, and the site must be made safe. As 

usual, Lockwood is confident; as usual, everything goes wrong - a terrible phantom is freed and a dangerous 

object is stolen from the coffin.

Lockwood & Co. must recover the relic before its power is unleashed, but it’s a race against time. Their 

obnoxious rivals from the Fittes agency are also on the hunt. And if that’s not bad enough, the skull in the 

ghost-jar is stirring again...

Illustr.

About the Authors
Jonathan Stroud is the author of three internationally bestselling series: the award-winning 

Bartimaeus sequence, which has been published in 36 languages, the critically acclaimed Lockwood 

& Co, adapted into a hit Netflix series, and the Carnegie Medal-nominated Scarlett and Browne 

trilogy. He lives near London with his wife and three children.

Rachele Raka is an illustrator based in Italy. She frequently collaborates with French publishers on 

comics and graphic novels and has over 30,000 followers on social media. 

COVER TO BE 
REVEALED



Praise for the Lockwood & Co series

‘Put The Screaming Staircase on your ‘need to read’ list.’ – Rick Riordan, author of Percy Jackson

‘Genuinely spooky and suspenseful . . . all shot through with Stroud’s dry wit.’ – The Guardian

Originating Publisher: Rue de 

Sevres, January 2026

WEL Publisher: Titan Publishing 

Group, Autumn 2027

Extent: 64 pages Also
adapted 

into a major 
Netflix 
series

The Screaming Staircase (#1)

When the dead come back to haunt the living, Lockwood & Co. step in 

. . . The bestselling series soon to be available as a graphic novel from 

artist Rachele Raka.

For more than fifty years, the country has been affected by a 

horrifying epidemic of ghosts. A number of Psychic Investigations 

Agencies have sprung up to destroy the dangerous apparitions.

Lucy Carlyle, a talented young agent, arrives in London hoping for 

a notable career. Instead she finds herself joining the smallest most 

ramshackle agency in the city, run by the charismatic Anthony 

Lockwood. When one of their cases goes horribly wrong, Lockwood 

& Co. have one last chance of redemption. Unfortunately this 

involves spending the night in one of the most haunted houses in 

England, and trying to escape alive.

Set in a city stalked by spectres, The Screaming Staircase is the 

first in a chilling new series full of suspense, humour and truly 

terrifying ghosts. Your nights will never be the same again . . .

Illustr.Also in the series...



Everything is on Fire
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About the Author
Nikita Gill is an Irish-Indian poet who has the attention of over 800,000 Instagram followers 

worldwide. Her work offers a shift of perspective which centres women in both Greek and Hindu 

myth, as well as folklore. She has given a TEDx Talk, spoken at every major literary festival in 

the UK and been shortlisted for the Goodreads Choice Award in poetry three times, the Children’s 

Poetry Award two times and longlisted for the Jhalak Prize.

Gill has written seven poetry collections and two verse novels. Her book of fables for children, 

Animal Tales from India, won highly commended in Week Junior Kids Awards and her novel in verse, 

The Angel of Redemption, was published for Doctor Who’s 60th Anniversary in 2023. Her latest novel, 

Hekate, is the first in a loosely connected trilogy about the Greek goddesses of the Underworld, its 

follow-up, Styx, was published in September 2026. 

A bold new collection of poems from the internationally renowned poet and New York Times bestselling author 

of Hekate. 

Inspired by her viral poem ‘Everything is on Fire’, this powerful new collection from international poetry 

sensation Nikita Gill is filled with words of strength, hope, rebellion and resistance. These poems are about 

standing up for what you believe in, supporting others and fighting for freedom, liberty and justice.

COVER TO BE 
REVEALED

New York 
Times 

Bestselling 
Author

Praise for Nikita Gill
‘Absolutely beautiful and soul-enhancing poems.’ – Matt Haig, author of The Midnight Library 

‘Gill’s poetry excels in its exploration of womanhood.’ – The Independent 

‘One of the most exciting young writers working today.’ – The Stylist
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