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 UK: Joffe Books (2024) 

Primary Agent: Georgia Glover  
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Before The Lord of the Flies  there was A High Wind in Jamaica, 

the story of children abducted by pirates that revels and plays in 

the amorality, innocence and lack of understanding of children, 

still as startling and original as when it was first published. 

On the high seas of the Caribbean, a family of English children is set 

loose - sent by their parents from their home in Jamaica to receive the 

civilising effects of England. When their ship is captured by pirates, the 

thrilling cruise continues as the children transfer their affections from one 

batch of sailors to another. Innocence is their protection, but as life in 

the care of pirates reveals its dangers, and the violence and harsh 

realities of a pirates life sinks in, the events which unfold begin to take 

on a savagely detached quality. 

Forced into a limbo between childhood and adulthood, with violence 

and taboo that the children could not possibly understand, A High Wind 

in Jamaica is a powerful and absorbing look at the divide between 

childhood and adulthood and how, once bridged, you can never 

return. 
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Arthur C Clarke 
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The house is a Regency terraced house, behind the railway, a place 

home to artists and architects, not to “people like them”. But 

Melanie and Guy have fallen in love with it, and despite the disbelief 

and the contrary opinion of their respective parents, they now live 

here. And here, in the study where Melanie, recovering from 

tuberculosis, is now allowed to stay, there is a chaise longue that no 

one has ever had the opportunity to use. Perfect for her, to change 

room and perspective while waiting to be able to return to a normal 

life. But perhaps, after dozing off on this makeshift bed – not very 

elegant and refined, but which had immediately struck her in an 

antique shop, and which she had felt she had to own – her life could 

no longer be normal.  

Thrust back in time, disoriented , in the body of another woman, The 

Victorian Chaise-Longue is a terrifying exploration of the 

disorientation of being and what it would really be like for a modern 

woman to return to the past. 
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